CHAPTER 111

THAT HE PROFFERED THE WORD OF INSTRUCTION TO ALL, AND

THAT HE DID NOT ASSUME THE OFFICE 01? INSTRUCTION OF
HIS OWN WILL, OR BEFORE HE ATTAINED THE PROPER AGE

WE will turn for a time to the general manner of the
saint's daily contemplation and the long continued
abstemiousness of his frugality; that, mounting higher
and higher, we may more readily relate concisely and
briefly his lofty works, and follow to the end the study
of his venerable life, and explore it more precisely; and
that by a just moderation of the balance Boniface may
become an example for us of eternity and a manifest
pattern of apostolic learning. Through the examples
of the saints, he happily ascended the steep path of
heavenly knowledge, and, going on before the people
as a leader, he went into and opened the gate of the
Lord our God, into which the righteous shall enter.1
And from his childhood even to decrepit old age, he
particularly imitated the wisdom of the departed
fathers, inasmuch as he daily and continually commit-
ted to memory the words of the prophets and apostles,
written with holy pen, and the glorious passion of the
martyrs, put in writing, and also the gospel teaching
of the Lord our Gocl; and, in the words of the apostle,
whether he ate or drank, or whatsoever he did,2 he

Psalms, cxviii, 19, 20,

2 I Corinthians, x, 31.
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